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On Nov. 1, Salvadoran rebels attacked the headquarters of the National Guard with mortar and
rifle fire, killing at least two soldiers, wounding 16, and blowing up the garrison's munitions dump.
According to soldiers inside the garrison, located in the Atlacatl neighborhood in the northeast
part of the capital, a mortar launched from outside the wall of the building landed in the main
ammunition dump, causing a fire and a series of explosions that caused most of the wounded. Col.
Leopoldo Hernandez, undersecretary of defense for public security, told reporters at the site that
three buildings were badly damaged and two more were hit. The fighting started at 3:20 p.m. local
time and lasted for about an hour, although explosions and occasional sniper fire were heard well
afterward and impeded access to the facilities. The National Guard is one of three state security
forces. The others are the Treasury Police and National Police. Together, the three total about 12,000
troops. (Basic data from Washington Post, 11/02/88)
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